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Abstract

Humanities education plays a crucial role in building cultural awareness and critical skills in society. This
article explores strategies and approaches in the development of humanities education for this purpose.
Through a comprehensive literature review, key concepts such as cultural understanding, critical analysis,
and self-reflection are discussed to enhance cultural awareness and critical skills. The article also describes
effective teaching and learning methods in the context of humanities education. The findings provide
valuable insights for educators, education practitioners, and education policy to strengthen the role of
humanities education in enhancing cultural awareness and critical skills in society. Thus, humanities
education is not only an important foundation in cultural understanding, but also a tool to develop critical
analytical skills, helping to prepare individuals to face increasingly complex global challenges.
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INTRODUCTION

Humanities education plays an important role in shaping a deep understanding of culture and
critical skills in society (Setyawan, 2018). Humanities, as a branch of science that studies aspects of
humanity, not only enables individuals to understand the cultural heritage and values that shape their
identity, but also encourages them to develop critical analysis, evaluation, and reflection abilities towards
the world around them.

In this era of globalization, where the exchange of culture and information is increasingly easy,
the importance of humanities education is increasingly felt. Culturally and ethnically diverse societies
require strong cultural awareness to strengthen tolerance, understanding and cross-cultural cooperation.
In addition, critical skills are becoming increasingly essential in filtering the information received,
evaluating diverse perspectives, and facing complex challenges in daily life. (Sri et.al, 2021)

In this context, research and development in humanities education is highly relevant. Increased
cultural awareness and critical skills can strengthen social resilience, promote meaningful intercultural
dialogue, and empower individuals to actively participate in social, political, and economic processes
(Kusnaidi, 2024).

Through an integrated and strategic approach in the development of humanities education, it is
hoped that a learning environment can be created that stimulates critical thinking, fosters appreciation for
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cultural diversity, and prepares individuals to face increasingly complex global challenges. Therefore, this
study aims to explore various strategies and approaches in the development of humanities education to
enhance cultural awareness and critical skills in society.

METHODS

The method used in this research is descriptive qualitative approach. This research uses descriptive
qualitative research because it aims to describe an existing problem by recording, identifying and
analyzing the data obtained to make decisions in accordance with the subject matter. In collecting data,
this research uses data collection techniques in the form of interviews, observation, and documentation.
In obtaining relevant research data, the research will check the validity of the research data using
triangulation techniques. Triangulation in data validity testing is defined as an act of checking data carried
out by utilizing other data for checking or comparing data. In this study using source triangulation, which
source triangulation is used to explore the truth and check data from various sources of data acquisition
by comparing these data with other sources.

DISCUSSION

The development of humanities education is an important effort in increasing cultural awareness
and critical skills in an increasingly complex and diverse society. In this discussion, we will explore
various aspects related to the development of humanities education that aims to improve cultural
understanding and critical skills.

First of all, curriculum development is the main focus in the development of humanities education.
The curriculum should be designed to include subjects that enable students to understand and appreciate
the diverse cultures, histories and values that make up society. This includes including the study of
literature, art, history, philosophy and religion from different cultures around the world. By doing so,
students can develop a deeper understanding of their own and others' cultural backgrounds.

Aside from the curriculum, innovative teaching methods are also needed in the development of
humanities education. Teaching that utilizes active, collaborative and reflective approaches can stimulate
students’ critical thinking as well as broaden their horizons on various cultural perspectives. The use of
technology can also be an effective means of accessing relevant resources and information about cultures
around the world.

The importance of critical skills development cannot be overlooked in humanities education either.
Students need to be trained to critically analyze information, evaluate arguments and question underlying
assumptions. This can be achieved through project-based learning, discussions and assignments that
challenge students to think critically and creatively about complex cultural issues.



Furthermore, learning evaluation also needs to be adapted to the development goals of humanities
education. Aside from traditional academic assessments, formative assessments and assignments that
require students to reflect on their understanding of culture and their critical skills also need to be
implemented. This can help ensure that learning objectives oriented towards cultural understanding and
critical skills are effectively achieved.

Finally, collaboration between educators, cultural practitioners and local communities is also an
important component of humanities education development. By involving various stakeholders,
humanities education can be geared towards creating relevant and impactful learning experiences for
students as well as the community as a whole.

In conclusion, the development of effective humanities education requires an integrated and
comprehensive approach that involves various aspects such as curriculum, teaching methods, critical skills
development, learning evaluation, and stakeholder collaboration. Thus, humanities education can be a
powerful instrument in strengthening students' cultural awareness and critical skills, as well as promoting
diversity, tolerance and cross-cultural understanding in society.

CONCLUSION

The development of humanities education is important to enhance cultural awareness and critical
skills. The main focus is on the establishment of an inclusive curriculum, innovative teaching methods,
and the development of students' critical skills. Learning evaluation should also be tailored to the goals of
humanities education. Collaboration between educators, cultural practitioners and local communities is
necessary to create relevant learning experiences. With a holistic approach, the development of humanities
education can be a powerful tool in promoting diversity, tolerance and cross-cultural understanding.
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