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Abstract 
In the field of education, an efficient learning framework is needed that can improve academic 

achievement, including in Civics subjects. This research specifically aims to determine the impact of 

democratic learning on improving student grades. This research is classroom action research with a 

special focus on the application of demonstration learning methods in class 7 of SMP N 1 

Yogyakarta. The results of the research show that there is an increase in student learning outcomes in 

Civics subjects. The findings of this research offer valuable insights for educational practitioners who 

wish to improve student learning outcomes, particularly in the area of citizenship education. 

Furthermore, this research contributes to the advancement of learning theory and practice, which is 

specifically adapted to the learning needs of junior high school students. 
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Introduction 

 Increasing student academic achievement is the main focus in the educational process. 

One subject of particular concern in this context is PPKn. Mazid. S & Hidayah, Y. (2024) 

stated that in learning Citizenship Education, emphasis is placed on character formation that is 

beneficial for students as members of society. Remembering that SMP Negeri 1 Yogyakarta 

has a serious responsibility in this matter. In the dynamics of learning, the application of 

teaching methods becomes very important in achieving these goals. The use of demonstration 

methods has become a major highlight in efforts to improve student academic achievement. 

 Taking a unique approach to the teaching and learning process, the use of demonstration-

based teaching methods offers a new perspective. According to Cheng M & Li R, Ding R, 

Luo S (2023), demonstration learning plays an important role in improving conceptual 

understanding. By providing real examples and direct demonstrations, students can 

understand abstract Civics concepts more easily. The implementation of demonstration 

learning is expected to produce a substantial increase in students' understanding of the subject 

matter. Through active participation in the learning process, students not only have the 

opportunity to perfect practical skills, but also deepen their understanding of the concept of 

citizenship and Pancasila values. 
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 The use of demonstration teaching methods offers a fresh perspective on the dynamics of 

the teaching and learning process. According to Cheng M & Li R, Ding R, Luo S (2023), the 

demonstration learning approach has proven to be useful in understanding abstract concepts in 

Pancasila and Citizenship Education (PPKn). By providing real examples and direct 

demonstrations, students have the opportunity to internalize these concepts. Overall learning 

experience but also deepens their understanding of the subject matter. Through active 

participation in the learning process, students can grow practical skills and increase their 

understanding of civic values and Pancasila. 

 The uniqueness of this study lies in its ability to provide students with a direct encounter 

with the concepts being taught, encouraging greater engagement between students and the 

lesson content. According to Gyimah (2023), it is very important to explore students' 

conceptual understanding because it encourages active learning and increases knowledge 

transfer and mastery. 

 This research makes an important contribution to Civics science by revealing the 

effectiveness of the demonstration method in increasing students' understanding, application 

of values, and learning motivation. The results not only enrich understanding of citizenship 

education, but also emphasize the importance of implementing Civics learning methods. 

 

Method 
This research is classroom action research (PTK), as defined by Wina, S (2010) which 

describes an approach to solving learning problems by involving corrective actions carried out 

by teachers in learning settings. This research was conducted on May 14, May 16 and June 11 

2024 in class I at SMP Negeri 1 Yogyakarta for the Citizenship Education subject. Students 

involved in this research are in table 1 below: 

Table 1. Students involved in research

 

The research began by identifying problems in the class VII PPKn subject at SMP Negeri 

1 Yogyakarta, which included problems such as speed of delivery of material, limited 

teaching aids, student motivation, and student reading ability. Furthermore, corrective action 

is taken by improving delivery methods, increasing the availability of teaching aids, and 

increasing student motivation to learn. The following are the learning stages: 

1. Ensure students are ready to learn effectively 

2. Start learning by asking questions as a first step 

3. Convey the lesson material that will be discussed 

4. Encourage interaction with students 

5. Give several students the opportunity to ask questions 

6. Provide examples that are relevant to the learning material 

7. Provide time for students to think about answers to questions 

8. Using music or singing as motivation related to learning material 

9. Summarize the material that has been studied 

10. Evaluate student understanding 

11. Assign homework as a follow-up to learning 
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After evaluating the Citizenship Education learning plan, the author prepared a plan to 

improve the learning experience. The evaluation revealed that 15 out of 30 students scored 

below 70. Following Wu, Y. (2013)'s suggestion for evaluating student learning during 

collaborative learning, the researchers aimed to improve complementary skills effectively. 

The evaluation carried out accompanied by discussions and observations with the supervisor 

identified two things that needed to be improved in Citizenship Education learning. In the 2nd 

stage of Learning Improvement, Classroom Action Research (PTK) was carried out to 

improve the Citizenship Education learning experience. 

In an effort to improve the quality of learning, children are encouraged to actively 

participate and be motivated in their learning process. According to Shin, J. (2023), actively 

participating in classroom activities requires a combination of theory and practice, which is 

considered the main strength of blended learning. One focus of improvement in Citizenship 

Education learning is students' ability to demonstrate the difference between objects that are 

easy to move and those that are difficult to move. The aim of collecting information is to gain 

an in-depth understanding of the extent of positive and negative aspects in implementing 

improvement activities. 

From the results of research conducted during the Classroom Action Research (PTK) 

process, the author noted several important reflections at each learning stage, as described 

below: 

a. It was found that there were still many shortcomings in the learning plan carried out 

by the author, which caused a lack of students' attention and understanding of the 

expected lesson material. 

b. After improvements were made to the 1st and 2nd Learning Plans (RPP), a positive 

impact on learning outcomes was seen, such as an increase in learning outcomes for 

students who initially scored below 70. 

c. Through Classroom Action Research, the author gained an understanding of the 

limitations and weaknesses he has as a teacher. 

d. Selection of appropriate teaching aids is very important to achieve learning objectives. 

e. Increasing student motivation can help smooth the learning process. 

Results and Discussion  
The changes that occur are unique with each revolution around the sun, as revealed in the 

research findings. which indicates the success or positive impact of the improvements made. 

Gehret, AU, et al (2017) stated that improvements in learning must reflect learning guidance 

regarding the extent to which learning material can be embedded into students' abilities. 

Alves, MG, & Tomlinson, M. (2021) adding the value of higher education to the global 

discourse on the future of knowledge. To track the development of each cycle, the author will 

explain in the description of each cycle, from planning to implementing improvements. To 

monitor the progress of each cycle, the author will provide a detailed description from the 

planning stage to the implementation of improvements, ensuring that each step is taken 

carefully and responsive to student needs and the learning process 
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Student Evaluation Results Data 

 

Plan 2 for Enhanced Learning. 

 

Evaluation value table 

Cycle 2. 

 
 

After reflecting on the learning outcomes, a number of main factors that caused 

unsatisfactory results and not achieving maximum scores were identified. Research by Brown, 

M., et al (2016) and Curtner-Smith, MD, & Meek, GA (2000) shows that in assessing the 

quality of education, there are various conflicting factors. These factors include students' 

limited understanding of reading material. Holmqvist, D. (2024) emphasizes the importance 

of evaluation criteria as a mechanism for building good educational values, while Ware, JK 

(2019) adds that exploring values as an alternative or complement needs to provide nuance 

academics at the local level and includes aspects of human and social capital. In an effort to 

increase learning effectiveness, it is necessary to carry out an in-depth evaluation of each of 

these factors in order to design improvement strategies that suit student needs. 

At the 2nd Learning Improvement Plan stage the increase in score was 80, and the 

remaining 3 (10%) had not yet achieved a score of 70. This increase can be attributed to 

several factors, including the variety of teaching aids used, the motivational encouragement 



Optimizing Democratic Learning: Exploring the Efficacy of Demonstrative Methods Among Middle School 
Students 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.62872/fm59dm48  

  Jurnal of Pedagogii : Jurnal Pendidikan, 1(3), 2024 | 31 

given by the teacher, increased self-confidence students to their answers, better understanding 
of the questions by students, as well as the teacher's ability to organize the class well. 

Learning Improvement Plans 1 and 2, which provide a clear picture of the progress and 

effectiveness of each improvement effort, and show that the strategies that have been 

implemented are successful in increasing overall student achievement 

Conclusion 
Demonstration learning can improve student learning outcomes in Pancasila and Civics 

subjects in Class VII at SMP Negeri 1 Yogyakarta. By implementing teaching methods that 

are intended to directly demonstrate civics concepts in action, students can become active 

participants who take part in the learning process thereby achieving a better understanding of 

the content as well as acquiring skills that they can use. practical in their daily life situations. 

This approach brings them to a more meaningful integrated learning experience where 

indicators of success are shown clearly in each cycle as a result or impact of improvements 

made in class VII State Middle Schools in Yogyakarta. 

Evaluation of the Cycle 1 Learning Plan showed that the average student score was low 

and no score was more than 70. Therefore, the author revised the Cycle 1 Learning Plan. 

Based on reflection on learning outcomes, the main factor causing unsatisfactory performance 

was identified as students' limited understanding of the material. reading, lack of student 

motivation during learning, uninteresting nature coupled with a lack of variety in teaching 

aids, causing boredom in students, causing less student involvement. in learning, as well as 

students' reluctance to ask questions they do not understand that might help them improve. In 

light of the evaluation findings and the changes implemented—it is recommended that the 

development and use of a variety of interesting and varied teaching aids be implemented 

throughout the lesson. 
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